
PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT

I

 

I am very honored and thrilled to begin my new position as the Planning Director.  Over the last few months, we have com-
pleted a number of significant projects:

INCENTIVES FOR SOLAR PANELS - For those of you thinking about installing a photovoltaic
system for your home, the Council has recently adopted several ordinances to promote energy
conservation through the use of solar panels.

• Free Building Permits (Reso. 1-06) - Building permit fees are waived for the construction or
installation of solar energy generation equipment.

• Development Area Exemption (Ord. 446) - If you install a ground mounted photovoltaic system,
up to 500 sq. ft. of the solar panels may be exempt from development area calculations.

• Development Area Bonus (Ord. 500) - If you install a roof mounted solar system, you may qualify
for up to 500 sq. ft. of bonus development area.

To find out more, please contact the Planning Department at (650) 941-7222.

IMPROVED WIRELESS COVERAGE AT TOWN HALL - As you walk or drive by Town Hall, you may have noticed a new
“tree” that has sprung up next to the Heritage House. The wireless communications facility consists of Cingular’s wireless panel
antennas as well as the Town’s emergency communications antennas.  The 70' tall tower is disguised as a pine tree to help it blend in
with the surrounding environment and will improve the cell coverage for Cingular customers within an approximately 3/4 mile
radius.

EUCALYPTUS TREE ORDINANCE - The City Council has just adopted an ordinance requiring removal of eucalyptus trees
that are within 150' of any structures or roadways.  The ordinance will apply to additions or remodel totaling 1,200 sq. ft. or more.
Eucalyptus trees are invasive, non-native trees that are potential fire hazards.  In addition, the shallow root structures of these tall
trees make them unsuitable around the vicinity of structures or roadways.  The following six species of eucalyptus are known for
their propensity to drop limbs and susceptible to pest attacks and are subject to removal at the time of site development approval:

1. Blue Gum (E. globulus)
2. Pink Ironbark (E. sideroxylon rosea)
3. River Red Gum (E. camaldulensis)
4. Swamp Gum (E. rudis)
5. Honey Gum (E. melliodora)
6. Manna Gum (E. viminalis)

Looking ahead, our department has a number of significant long range projects on the agenda, including the comprehensive
General Plan update, and several ordinance amendments. Additionally, our staff will continue our commitment to provide efficient
and effective services to applicants and residents in the development permit process.

I look forward to hearing from you in the days and months ahead.  Whether you have any comments, concerns, or just want to say
hello, please feel free to contact me by email at dpedro@losaltoshills.ca.gov or by phone at 650-941-7222.
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Town Newsletter - Statement of Purpose
To communicate current issues, services, and activities in Los Altos

Hills to the residents of the Town and to facilitate, encourage and
improve interaction between the residents and Town government. The
2006 Newsletter will be published quarterly in the months of March,

June, September, and December. Deadline for the next issue is
October 31, 2006.

Recycled Paper

ACTING CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Acting City Manager & Planning
Director Carl Cahill

—  Carl Cahill, City Manager

For Council Agenda and Minutes,
See our Website:

www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
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Dear Residents:

AAfter completing an extensive executive search utilizing
the services of a
professional

recruitment firm, the City
Council has appointed me
to serve as your City
Manager.  The position is
an awesome responsibility
and I am honored to be
selected.  The Town staff
and I will continue to do
our best to efficiently
deliver municipal services
to you the residents.
Senior Planner Debbie
Pedro, who has been with the Town for four years, has been
appointed to serve as the Town’s Planning and Building Director.
Debbie has a Bachelors degree in architecture from UC Berkeley
and a Master’s degree in urban planning from San Jose State.  She
is also an AICP certified planner.  All of us here are looking
forward to working with Debbie in her new position.

The City Council continued a longstanding Town tradition of
fiscal prudence by closing out the previous fiscal year with a small
budget surplus and adopting an overall 11 million dollar budget for
this coming fiscal year.  See Town Finance Director’s Sarah
Ragsdale’s report in this newsletter for more detail on the Town’s
revenue picture and on how your tax dollars are assiduously put to
work.

This past quarter the City Council awarded contracts totaling
$1.08 million dollars for Town street improvements. These
improvements include the El Monte Road and Page Mill Road
street rehab program ($652K) and the annual street resurfacing and
street improvement program ($430K).  The El Monte Road street
rehab project encompasses that section of roadway between
Stonebrook Drive and Moody Road.  The Page Mill Road project
encompasses roadway segments between Berry Hill Lane and
Country Way, and between Matadero Creek Lane up to the Town
boundary north of Altamont Road.  The annual street resurfacing
and street improvement program includes various public streets
that were identified for improvement by the Town’s Pavement
Management System program.  These major capital projects are
scheduled to get underway in September.  If you would like more
information on the Town’s street improvement program, please
contact City Engineer Henry Louie hlouie@losaltoshills.ca.gov
Also under construction at this time is the .25 mile Segment 1A of
the El Monte Avenue/ Moody Road Pathway project.  This is the
first of three pathway segments that will ultimately provide a safer
pedestrian connection between Foothill College parking areas and
the Duveneck Windmill Trailhead off of Rhus Ridge Road.

As of February 2006, it is against State law for residents to
dispose of “Universal Waste” in their common trash receptacles.
Universal wastes are hazardous wastes that are generated by a
wide variety of people every day. Universal waste may not be
discarded in solid waste landfills.  Scientists at the California
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) have found that
these wastes will leak toxic substances, mostly metals, in a typical
landfill.  Some examples of universal waste include: fluorescent

lights, household batteries and certain types of electronic waste
(televisions, computer monitors and related computer peripherals).
The City Council responded quickly to this new law by adopting a
Los Altos Garbage Company proposal to host twice-annual
universal waste collection events concurrent with the existing yard
waste collection program at Foothill College.  The next collection
event is scheduled for October 28th.  The Council also approved a
LAGCo proposal to expand curbside recycling services by
accepting most types of household type batteries.  Residents may
place their spent batteries in clear plastic ziplock bags and place
the bags next to their recycling container for collection.  No
increase in garbage rates for these new services is proposed at this
time.

LOS ALTOS HILLS COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT

Expansion of Brush Chipping Program

TThe LAH County Fire District is expanding the brush-
chipping program from once per year to twice per year.
Next year, the brush chipping will take place in January

’07 and July ’07.

Residents will receive a letter regarding the first new program in
December ’06 with chipping scheduled for January ’07. (Starting:

1/1/07 thru 6/30/07)

The second program will be repeated again in June
’07 with chipping in July’07. (Starting: 7/1/07 thru
12/31/07)

Be prepared to receive a letter with a card to return
requesting chipping in December 2006. Chipping
appointments will be made by the contractor for
January 2007.

The chipping program is very successful and meets the needs to
reduce potentially dangerous fuel from brush and tree branches.

NEW WESTWIND COMMUNITY BARN
COMMITTEE APPOINTED

AAA new 11-member standing committee of the
Town has been formed to “serve as an advisory
body to the Council on matters related to

Westwind Community Barn” and to “assist in the planning,
development, and implementation of a Master Plan for the
facility and associated space.”

 The Committee will also make recommendations to
Council for funding sources (i.e. State Park Bond monies
and privately-raised monies from the Supporters of
Westwind Community Barn) for the renovation and
restoration of the Barn.

 Current programs at Westwind, such as boarding, 4-H
Riding for the Handicapped, Pacific Ridge Pony Club, and
Parks & Recreation year-round riding classes, will remain
in place.  Consideration may be given to expanding riding
opportunities to residents who do not own horses.  One
such opportunity might be a trail-riding program, which
takes advantage of Westwind’s proximity to off-road
pathways and open space.

  The new committee is composed of the following
individuals:

Councilman Jean Mordo, Chair; Councilman Breene
Kerr, Vice-Chair; Doreen Andriacchi (Town resident);
Nancy Couperus (Westwind 4-H); Shari Emling (Town
resident); John Harpootlian (Planning Commissioner); Jane
Kawasaki (P&R Year-Round Riding); Susan Lam
(Westwind Boarder); Val Metcalfe (Parks & Recreation and
Supporters); Jeanne Seeley (Supporters); John Swan (Town
resident).

MORE AMBIGUOUS TERMINOLOGY (HIGHLY VISIBLE LOTS) REMOVED FROM TOWN CODES - At
their July 27th meeting, the City Council determined that “highly visible lots”, as currently referenced in Section 10-
2.702 of the Town Site Development Ordinance, could not be accurately defined.  The Council ordered the ambigu-
ous reference to be removed from the Code.  No new or additional restrictions on homes were approved.

Los Altos Hills City Council
Dean Warshawsky, Mayor • Craig Jones, Mayor Pro Tem

 Breene Kerr • Jean Mordo • Mike O’Malley

Open Space Committee Report

LAH RESIDENTS HELPING WITH WILDLIFE
STUDY

TTThe LAH Open Space Committee’s Wildlife
Subcommittee is meeting with some of the many
wildlife survey respondents who volunteered to

help describe the habits and movement of wildlife in their
neighborhoods. These LAH residents are providing informa-
tion that will be useful in understanding how deer, fox,
bobcats, and other animals move about the town.

Wildlife move throughout our Town along already existing
natural passageways, particularly in riparian areas (streams,
creeks, and drainage areas) which provide food sources,
shelter and passage for many different species.  Most
corridors are found in already
protected Open Space Conser-
vation Areas. But identifying
the most important of these is
key to understanding which are
the most valuable natural
passageways.

One of the goals of the
Wildlife Study is to enable
Town planners to rely on
credible expert analysis and to
enable developers and
homeowners to know in
advance which areas are
sensitive.

In furtherance of the goal of preserving a rural environ-
ment, the Town’s General Plan calls for “protecting and
maintaining those areas necessary to the integrity of natural
resources . . . with special emphasis on . . . open spaces for
wildlife habitat.”

Maintaining natural corridors will help keep animals
healthy and wild (and off the roadways), while minimizing
contact with humans, allowing them to continue living
among us in as natural a state as possible.

The Town Newsletter is published with assistance from our
Town Volunteer Committees.
Editor: Dorothy Duffy Price

Associate Editors: Barbara Waldeck, Linda Seidel, Patty Woolsey
Photographer: Jitze Couperus

Internet Address: www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
About Our Publication

Debbie Pedro,
Planning Director

— Debbie Pedro, Planning Director

City Council - New Meeting Time

The LAH City Council has established a new meeting time (6:30 PM) that will begin with the September meetings.
Public Hearings and Presentations from the Floor will start at 7PM.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Fall & Winter Program Registration

TThe Town’s Parks and Recreation Department
began registration of the Fall and Winter pro-
grams.  Registration for Los Altos Hills residents began

Wednesday, August 9 and registration for non-residents began
Monday, August 21.  Late registration is being accepted for classes
that are open. For more information on the Recreation
Department’s programs, call the Recreation Department at 650-
941-7222 Ext. 241.

Pictured above: On July 27, 2006 the Assistant Scout Master
David Su assembled Jamshed Vesuna and Scott Greathouse to
present the colors. Certificates of Appreciation are presented
to each scout by the Mayor.

On June 28, 2006 Mr. Robin Joy from Troop 33 assembled a
group to present the colors and lead the assembly with the
Pledge of Allegiance. The Scouts were Jeremy Ahearn, Devin
Joy, Jon Burn, Alex Carr,  & Alex Dunn.

Presentation of Colors - New Ceremony




